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there been none of these attendant misfortunes, the
plans of the French general would still have brer.
open to censure. He propcsed to break through a
strong enemy defence, but Lis tactical methods were
not different from those already used for less am-
bitious objectives. His main conception was right :
trench warfare could be ended, an enemy front could
be not only pierced but crumbled ; but he had not
discovered the means. The result of Ins offensive
was that though there had been considerable gains
of ground, the major strategy had failed. The road
to Laon was as firmly barred as ever.

The result was to produce grave discouragement
among the French people. Xivelie was invited to
resign, declined, and on loth. May was replaced by
Petain, while Fayoile succeeded to Petain's old group
command in the central sector. Foch followed Petain
as Chief of the General Sta-fr in Paris. Petain on his
succession to office found a grim problem before
him. The battle had been like a chemical which
when added to a compound produces an explosion,
and the superb moral of the soldiers of France seemed
to be in the gravest jeopardy. As early as February
Nivelle had complained of pacificist and communist
propaganda among his troops. There were evil
elements in French life which seized the occasion
of the fatigue and disillusionment of the soldier to
instill the poison of cowardice and treason. The
rank and file had many grievances. Leave was hard
to get, and when it was granted the permissionnaire
found such difficulties in reaching his family that
most of his scanty time was taken up by the journey.
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